
 

 

SSO-A Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is SSO-A?  

This is the first dedicated rideshare mission being coordinated by Spaceflight on a Falcon 9 rocket. The SSO-A 

mission will launch 64 small satellites from 34 different organizations from 17 different countries from Vandenberg 

Air Force Base.  
 

Spaceflight’s SSO-A: SmallSat Express mission is a testament to Spaceflight’s dedication to serving the smallsat 

market and increasing access to space.  

 

Why is the SSO-A mission significant? 

This mission is significant for several reasons:  

● It is Spaceflight’s first dedicated rideshare mission: The company  purchased and manifested an entire 

launch vehicle, a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. 

● It is the first time a U.S.-based launch vehicle will provide a rideshare launch to a record-breaking 64 

satellites from 34 different organizations.  

● Many rocket launches have a few smaller satellites as secondary passengers on board, hitching a ride to 

space. This mission is dedicated to smallsats. 

● Spaceflight also constructed a unique, 20 foot stack to carry and deploy the spacecraft on orbit.  

 

What spacecraft is aboard SSO-A: SmallSat Express? 

The mission includes approximately 15 microsats and 49 cubesats from commercial and government entities: 

● 26 of the spacecraft are from international organizations 

● 6 are from universities and high/middle schools 

● 17 are imaging satellites 

● 16 are technology demonstrations 

● 2 are art exhibits 

 

To learn more about specific customers, please check out our customer stories at spaceflight.com/customers. 

 

Notable Facts and Figures 

● 40 percent of the payloads are international 

● 75 percent of payloads are commercial 

● The stack and payloads weigh approximately 4,000 kg 

● This is the largest and most varied set of satellites to launch at one time from a U.S.-based vehicle 

● Spaceflight’s deployment sequence will take 5-6 hours once the payloads reach orbit 

● This is Spaceflight’s first dedicated rideshare mission 

http://www.vandenberg.af.mil/
http://www.vandenberg.af.mil/

